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1997  "Bed  Tax" 

Collections  Up  3% 

Statewide 

Montana's  statewide  "bed  tax" 
collections  grew  3%  in  1997,  reaching 
a  record  $9.5  million.  Gold  West 
Country  and  Butte  led  the  regions 
and  communities  with  10%  and  16% 
growth,  respectively.  Five  of  the  states 
six  tourism  regions  and  five  of  the 
nine  reporting  communities  saw 
collection  increases  in  1997. 

Gold  West  Country  was  followed 
by  Missouri  River  Country  with  a 
regional  "bed  tax"  collection  growth 
of  6%.  Yellowstone  Country  was  up 
4%;  Russell  and  Glacier  Country  both 
saw  1%  increases.  Custer  Country 
reported  a  2%  decline,  but  properties 
in  nine  of  the  region  s  1 3  counties  are 
past  due  with  their  reports  to  the 
Montana  Department  of  Revenue. 

Helena  followed  Butte's  lead  in 
the  community  category  with  a  7% 
collection  increase.  Whitefish  had  4% 
growth,  Bozeman  up  2%,  and  Great 
Falls  showed  a  slight  increase  over 
1996.  West  Yellowstone,  Billings, 
Missoula  and  Kalispell  each  reported 
small  declines  during  1997. 

Twenty  one  of  the  state's  56  counties 
experienced  "bed  tax"  collection 
growth  for  the  year.  Fourteen  counties 
showed  double  digit  percentage 
increases.  The  best  performer 
was  Sheridan  County,  up  54%. 


1997  "Bed  Tax' 
Performance 
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Other  growth  counties  included  Deer 
Lodge,  37%;  Teton,  36%;  Musselshell, 
31%;  Broadwater,  25%;  Blaine,  19%; 
Toole,  18%;  Silver  Bow,  16%;  Carbon 
and  Powder  River,  15%;  Roosevelt, 
14%;  Glacier,  11%;  and  Daniels  and 
Granite,  10%. 


Task  Force  Appointed 

to  Study  Montana's 

"Bed  Tax"  Future 

Montana's  4%  "bed  tax"  is  in  its 
second  decade  of  financing  the  state's 
tourism  development  and  promotion 
program.  Because  of  the  program's 
statewdde  importance,  the  Governor's 
Tourism  Advisory  Council  (TAG)  has 
selected  a  16-member  task  force  to 
formally  review  how  the  tax  proceeds 
are  currently  being  used  and  to 
recommend  improvements.  The  TAC- 
appointed  Bed  Tax  Futures  Task  Force 
Mdll  begin  its  work  on  May  18  in 
Helena  and  conclude  with  a  report  to 
the  TAG  in  October.  Here  are  the  task 
force  members  and  the  entities  they 
represent: 

Tourism  Advisory  Council:  Carl 
Kochman,  Great  Falls;  Maureen 
Averill,  Bigfork;  Legislature: 
Senator  Dale  Mahlum,  Missoula; 
Representatives  Sheill  Anderson, 
Livingston,  and  John  Johnson, 
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Glendive.  Local  Government:  John 
Lawton,  Great  Falls  City  Manager,  and 
Dean  Harmon,  Roosevelt  County 
Commissioner,  Bainville.  Chamljer  of 
Commerce:  Butch  Ott,  Billings. 
Tourism  Region:  Gayle  Fisher, 
Russell  Country,  Great  Falls.  Montana 
Indian  Community:  Raymond 
Montoya,  Browning.  Fish,  Wildlife 
&  Parks:  Judy  McNally,  Billings. 
Heritage:  Jeanette  McKee,  Hamilton. 
MIKA:  Betsy  Baumgart,  Helena,  and 
Ed  Henrich,  Anaconda.  At  Large: 
Taylor  Middleton,  Big  Sky. 

National  Tourism 
Week:  May  3-9 

May  is  the  month  to  let  Montanans 
know  the  importance  of  tourism  to 
our  state's  economy  and  the  cultural 
fiber  of  our  communities.  May  3-9 
has  been  designated  National  Tourism 
Week.  Here  is  a  brief  review  of  the 
Montana  tourism  industry's  perfor- 
mance in  1997. 

""•■  8.8  million  Montana  visitors, 
up  2%  from  1996. 

""♦■  Montana's  visitors  spent  $1.4 
bilUon  during  their  1997  stay, 
generating  a  $3  bilUon  economic 
benefit  for  the  state. 

""♦■  Montana's  tourism  industry  pay- 
roll is  ov^r  $858  milhon  annually 

""♦•  59,000  Montana  jobs  are  directly 
or  indirectly  supported  by  tourism. 

Where  did  the  $1.4  billion  our 
visitors  spent  go?  Over  half  went  into 
the  cash  registers  of  Montana's  retail 
businesses  (28%,  $390  miUion)  and 
our  communities'  restaurants  and 
food  suppliers  (27%,  $380  million). 
Local  accommodations  received  about 
19%  of  these  dollars  ($260  milUon), 
gas  stations  received  another  18% 
($250  million  which  generates  over 
$48  million  in  state  gas  taxes)  and 
almost  9%  ($120  million)  went  for 
other  purchases  (admission  fees,  ser- 
vices, etc.)  and  transportation. 

Tourism  is  a  strong  player  in  today's 
more  diverse,  more  stable  Montana 
economy.  Share  this  information  with 
neighbors  and  keep  up  the  good  work. 


24th  Annual 

Governor's  Conference 

A  Success!!! 

Almost  500  folks  participated  in  the 
24th  Annual  Governor's  Conference 
on  Tourism  and  Recreation  held  in 
Kalispell,  April  6-7.  Our  Flathead 
Valley  hosts  were  wonderful!  The 
workshops,  feature  presenters  and 
topic  selection  were  well  received.  All 
went  well!  A  big  THANKS  goes  out  to 
all  who  took  part  in  this  Montana 
tourism  industry  educational  event. 
Mark  your  1999  calendars  for  March 
29-30  and  be  in  Helena  for  the  25th 
Anniversary  conference. 

$20,000  CTAP  Grant 

To  Blackfeet  Tribe, 

Browning,  Cut  Bank; 

More  To  Come 

On  April  13,  Montana  Commerce 
Director  Dr.  Peter  Blouke  presented 
representatives  from  GAIN,  Inc. 
(Glacier  County's  economic  develop- 
ment contractor)  $20,000  from 
Travel  Montana's  Community  Tourism 
Assessment  Program  (CTAP)  grant 
funds.  The  "bed  tax"  grant  udll  be 
split  evenly  between  the  Blackfeet 
Tribe/BrowTiing  and  Cut  Bank 
communities  to  help  finance  local 
visitor  centers. 

Broadus,  Havre  and  Laurel  have 


completed  their  tourism  assessments 
and  will  be  developing  applications 
for  CTAP  grants.  The  next  CTAP 
community  solicitation  will  go  out  in 
June  with  three  selected  communities 
beginning  assessments  in  September. 
If  you  want  to  view  what  CTAP  has 
meant  to  six  Montana  communities, 
Travel  Montana  has  a  20-minute 
CTAP  video  available  for  loan  or 
purchase.  Contact  Travel  Montana's 
Mary  Pipal  for  details,  444-2654. 

Clint  Blackwood 
Joins  Lewis  &  Clark 

After  10  years  with  Travel  Montana, 
Tourism  Development  Coordinator 
Clint  Blackwood  has  moved  on  to 
become  the  executive  director  of 
Montana's  Lewis  &c  Clark  Bicentennial 
Commission.  THANKS  for  all  your 
good  work,  Clint!  Good  luck  in  your 
new  adventure.  Clint  will  be  assisting 
the  12-member  commission  in  direct- 
ing and  coordinating  Montana's  Lewis 
&  Clark  Bicentennial  observance. 

RMI  Trade  Show 

Report:  Europeans 

Still  Interested! 

Overseas  Marketing  Manager  Pam 
Gosink  joined  her  RMI  counterparts 
at  three  European  trade  shows  this 
winter.  Pam  reports  that  European 
interest  in  our  region  remains  high 


with  quite  a  number  of  tour  operators 
offering  Rocky  Mountain  State  travel 
opportunities.  She  says  it  is  fun  to  see 
operators  offering  things  they  have 
learned  through  RMI's  "Roundup" 
program  which  brings  European  tour 
operators  and  journalists  here  to  see, 
first  hand,  what  Montana  and  our 
neighbor  states  have  to  offer. 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  Montana 
"leads"  from  the  Copenhagen,  Brussels 
and  Berlin  trade  shows  that  the 
RMI  states  attended,  contact  Pam, 
444-2654,  your  region  or  CVB. 


Travel  Montana 
Calendar 

May 

12         L&C  Commission,  Great  Falls 

15        Redford's  "The  Horse 
Whisperer,"  Opens 

16-18   CAP  Magazine  (Belgian)  Tour 
18         Montana  Bed  Tax  Futures 
Task  Force,  Helena 

23-27  Discover  America  (Pow  Wow) 
Show,  Chicago 

June 

1-2       TAG  Meeting,  Choteau 

2-7        "National  Trails  Day/ 

L&C  Center"  Media  Tour 

11-17   "Glaciers  To  Geysers" 
Media  Tour 
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